Finding the Right Genes I TEEEN

Genetics determines almost everything about us, from our physical qualities to our chances of developing
certain diseases. It possibly even determines certain aspects of our personality. Through scientific

advances, we're starting to make more sense of what genes mean to us.
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Thanks to genetics, men and women can see into their future. With genetic counseling, patients can be
informed of their risk of developing an inherited disorder. It can help future parents prepare for diseases

that they may pass on to their children.
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New treatments for those who suffer from certain diseases are also being developed through genetics.
Gene therapy involves inserting new genes into an individual’s cell and tissues to threat a disease. The

technology is still in its infancy, but its potential to save lives is astonishing.
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Even our diet is being affected by genetics. Today, we have what are called genetically-modified foods.

Scientists can take regular crops and change their genetic makeup to make them more resistant to things
like droughts, weather conditions and even pests. These are just some of the possibilities. In the future, we
may see bananas that produce vaccines against infectious diseases, or fish that mature more quickly.

Genetics holds great promise, and we’ve only begun to scratch the surface of what it can do for us.
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—by Joe Henley

Vocabulary

counseling [ * kauvns!in] n. & #ik%
astonishing [s ° stanifin] adj. 5 A1)
drought [drast] n. T

vaccine [ * veeksin] n. JETH
inherit [tn ° hertt] v. ZtL T3S


http://baike.baidu.com/view/11809223.htm

resistant [r1 * zistent] adj. i

More Information

personality [ pasn  aletr] n. Mk, TEi%
thanks to #t..4%; 75

inform_[1n * form] v. &40

disorder [d1s * orde] n. (WLAE)JH, #w
pass on f£i#

insert [1n " sat]v. A A

regular [ " regjole] adj. i, —MBH
makeup [ * mek ap] n. Kk; fid

pest [pest]n. FE

mature_[ma  tjur] v. RS [FK K
promise [ pramis] n. %, Fi&
scratch the surface msf# i &

infancy [ * infenst] n. #Ji; K KIEHB
seeinto &G, WA......; WE....IHEX, HHEE



